
Michael Arbuthnot is a grumpy old man 

who sometimes poses as a 24 year old 

design student.  

And he does actually look like a bunch of 

letters jumbled together.
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This booklet has been created as the 
final Exercise in the ‘Typography and 
Communicating Design’  module which I 
studied as part of my first year ‘Design and 
Communications’ Degree at the University 
of Ulster.

It was created to showcase the work I have 
completed and the knowledge I have 
gained over the past  12 weeks.

It contains the final products of several 
projects, but if you want to see more of 
the design process that went into making 
them,  check out the accompanying 
sketchbook, or log onto my design blog at 
www.michaelarbuthnot.wordpress.com

-Michael



found type as a fontNATURAL TYPE
GENERATING  AN IDEA

Sneaky devils...

Letters can be found everywhere.



As you can see from this spiffy looking speciman, 
the random observations of everyday life can be 
transformed into something altogether more 
evockative, more compelling, more thought 
provoking.... 

It helps if you have some good stock 
photography too...

(Photo courtesy of Arwenarts)



POSTER FOR TOMORROW 
COMMUNICATING AN IDEA

Poster for Tomorrow is an organisation who try 
to change the world through the use of clever 
pictures.

This years theme was 
‘The Right to Education’

I created 5 posters covering a broad range 
of styles and concepts- highlighting 
the value (or lack thereof ) of a higher 
education,  the plight of those who dont 
get get the choice of an education, and 
the question of whether an aducation is a 
human right, or just a priviledge of living in  
a first world nation

Thanks to Mr Philip Hamer for permitting 

me to use his graduation photo for this 

poster. And for allowing me to infer that he 

is now unemployable

2011







Some early drafts, deciding on what provided the 
best contrast between words, and a progress shot 
from photoshop showing how the whole thing was 
set up.

We take a lot for granted.



In a bit of clever cross module work, I used 3d 
Studio Max to create the blocks and give them 
correct perspective.

I figured my output was 
getting a bit depressing and 
pessimistic, so heres a light 
hearted poster promoting the 
noble profession of teaching.

Shown below are a few experiments to see 
which words and typefaces would provide the 
maximum oomph.

‘Alittle Pot’ & ‘

ChockABlockNF’ 

available from 

DaFont.com



WINE LABEL BRANDING
COMMUNICATING AND SELLING A PRODUCT

Billboard advertisement for Toscana 
wine, showing box, bottle and lid.



VPS Long An Hoa

available from 

EagleFonts.com

I created a wine bottle which 
was unlabeled and with a screw 
on lid, which could be used for 
storage of foods/liquids when 
emptied. This would be placed 
in an instantly recognisable box 
box as shown, with a simple one 
word logo.

The bottom of said box would contain a label 
containing all the required information pertaining 
to the wines identity and origin.



project 5 page 2

NEWSPAPER SPREAD
HIERARCHIES AND GRID SYSTEMS

Fortunately there was a wealth of interesting local 
news to fill the pages...

For this project we had to research and create a 
newspaper grid, factoring in hierarchy of text and 
image, readability and clarity of presentation.



This is an entry for the 2011 Penguin Design 
Awards. The brief was to create a cover for 
Roald Dahl’s ‘James and the Giant Peach’, which 
turned 50 this year. 

PENGUIN DESIGN AWARD CONTEMPORARY BOOK COVERS
2011



I occasionally take on some freelance work- 
designing posters for local gigs and events. 

FREELANCE WORK
POSTERS & EVENT PROMOTION

Its a good way to experiment with new styles and 
typefaces



The text above is from a font I created for the 
Northern Irish band Silent Protest, to be used in 
their logo and promotional materials.

FONT DESIGN


